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Makerere Team Excels at Olympia Debate Tournament held in Nairobi 

The Makerere University team comprising Ms. Apili Esther Cynthia from Makerere 

University Business School (MUBS) and Mr. Muhwezi Joshua Lawel from Makerere 

University School of Law (SoL) emerged 2nd at the Olympia Invitational Debate 

Tournament held 18th to 20th April in Nairobi, Kenya.  

 
Makerere University team receiving their Certificate of Participation 

Ms. Apili was recognised as best female speaker/debator at the tournament and 3rd 

best open speaker while partner Mr. Muhwezi was recognised as 4th best open 

speaker. 

This year, Makerere University was represented by two teams: Team A: Kemigisha 

Daphine, SoL; Nakalanzi Melody, College of Humanities & Social Sciences (CHUSS); 

Team B: Muhwezi Joshua Lawel, SoL; Apili Esther Cynthia, MUBS.  

The Olympia Invitational Debate Tournament organised by the Olympia Debate 

Society is an exclusive Invitational Round Robin Tournament that invites 

outstanding universities in the debate circuit in Africa bringing together the best 

speakers on the continent.  

The tournament, like all University debate competitions, takes the format of the 

British Parliamentary format which is also used at the World Universities Debate 

Championship (WUDC).  

Strathmore University (Kenya) was the overall winner of the tournament, African 

Leadership Institute (Rwanda) was ranked in 3rd position while the University of 

Nairobi was ranked in 4th position.   
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In her words, Ms. Apili describes herself as a passionate peace and conflict resolution 

advocate. She notes that, ‘debate has been a great learning experience emotionally, 

mentally and argumentation maturity but also a motivation to reading and research’.  

She views her participation in the Olympia Debate Tournament ‘as a privilege and 

great moment as a female speaker, and partnering with brilliant Lawel Joshua 

Muhwezi who has made significant strides in the debate space. Cynthia added, ‘being 

an invitational tournament with a straight break to finals that recognizes vibrant 

speakers within the East African region, getting to do the tournament was fulfilling’.  


